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Yes, I know…  Bury The Dead is not exactly the kind of title that's going to
send box office sales into a tizzy.  And sure, the Connelly Theatre, located on
4th Street between Avenues A & B, may be a perfectly lovely and intimate
venue but it's a bit of an unpleasant hike from the nearest subway stop on a
damp and chilly evening.  But the seven-year-old Drama Desk and OBIE
winning Transport Group has been regularly making the pilgrimage well
worthwhile for playgoers seeking adventurous new material, inventive revivals
and crackerjack acting.  Their new spin on Irwin Shaw's 1936 anti-war drama
is worth braving a hurricane from the Astor Place 6 line stop to get to. 
Hyperbole?  Yes.  So let me put it in more realistic terms.  It would require
one spectacular theatre season for this stirring and captivating re-imagination
of Shaw's fascinating absurdist piece to not be considered one of its
highlights.  And if Donna Lynne Chaplin's performance is not considered one
of the finest of the season it will mean we've been blessed with a year of
staggering excellence in stage acting.

Premiering at
the Barrymore
Theatre and
employing a
cast of 32
actors, Irwin
Shaw's first
play takes place
during, "the
second year of
the war that is
to begin
tomorrow
night," and
concerns a
sextet of dead
soldiers who
refuse the
services of
those trying to

bury them and insist on going back home so they can live out the lives they
haven't even started.  The military and the press agree that the episode must
be kept hush-hush, fearing their protests will lead to a decline in the public's
support of the war, so they call on one significant woman from each soldier's
life to try and convince her man to take it lying down.

Not quite a full evening's length, when Bury The Dead ran its 97 Broadway
performances it was preceded by a short curtain-raiser.  For Transport Group's
production, which only employs 7 actors, director Joe Calarco has written a
prelude, A Town Hall Meeting, that cleverly blends itself into Shaw's play and
eases a modern audience into the world of 1930's protest drama.

When we first enter the theatre, set designer Sandra Goldmark's stage shows
leftover evidence of several spirited events in a middle school auditorium,
including a class election debate where, according the posters, Eddie was
touting his experience while the word "choice" was prominent in Mary Jane's
campaign.  Giddily greeting us at the start is Donna Lynne Champlin as the
music teacher known only as Our Host, wasting no time in passing out
cookies to those in attendance.  ("They're store bought I know, but I didn't
have the time, it's mortifying I know, but I just didn't have the time.")  With
daffy enthusiasm Our Host explains that we all wouldn't be here tonight if not
for one man…  George Stephanopoulos.  An avid viewer of This Week With
George Stephanopoulos, his practice of scrolling the names and ages of the
most recent American losses in Iraq and Afghanistan inspired her to take a
trip to see the war memorials of Washington D.C.  Taking note of how long
after each war's conclusion it took to build its memorial, Our Host, figuring it's
never too early to start remembering, has called this meeting to honor the
war heroes and heroines of the current conflict.

About Me: Well for starters, you
can't catch me. If you wanna know
more you're gonna have to ask. 
Who I'd like to meet: The Muffin
Man more...
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Though the program was planned to be, "a hodgepodge - a little this'n'that -
read some poems and letters written by soldiers - so beautiful - and sing
some war songs," at the last minute her star pupil suggested they do an
impromptu reading of Irwin Shaw's Bury The Dead.

After drafting her
reluctant
husband (Jake
Hart) into the
cast, volunteers
from the
audience (Jeremy
Beck, Fred
Berman, Mandell
Butler, Jeff
Pucillo and Matt
Sincell) cold read
from the script
while Our Host
reads the stage
directions.  At
first they simply
read the words
while seated at
table in their amateur attempts at performing but gradually, in bits and pieces
at first, they abandon their scripts and actually inhabit their characters.  It's
not as though they've suddenly become better actors, but more like the
forgotten play has refused to be buried among faded Broadway memories and
has taken on a renewed life.  At times this terrifies Our Host, who apparently
has never read the script before, especially when she is called on to play all
six women in separate scenes with each soldier.

Up until this point Champlin's innocent eccentric has served as a safety net to
lighten the evening, but in the play's seamlessly presented final scenes she
completely shifts into a series of contrasting and skillfully committed
portrayals.  She and Jeremy Beck are touching in their simple bewilderment
as a rural farming couple.  She's a hard-nosed dame in love with Fred
Berman's slick, cheating party-boy.  As the mother of Mandell Butler, who is
so heartbreaking as the boy who mourns for the adult life he never had, she
longs to once again see her son's baby face, unprepared for the sight of how
it's been disfigured.  There's an amusing romantic abrasiveness to the give
and take between Champlin and Jake Hart, as her lug of a mechanic husband
as they try and rehash their marriage.

R. Lee Kennedy's lights do an extremely effective job of taking us from the
bright and safe world of the town hall meeting to the emotional complexity of
the Shaw's play and its many locales.  Michael Rasbury's sound design also
greatly adds to the texture of the piece.

It's a bit of a cliché to say an old play is just as meaningful today as it was
back then, but within his insightful concept Calarco, without altering the
playwright's original work, effectively shows us contemporary people being
overwhelmed by the relevance of a 72-year-old work of drama.  Given the
subject matter it may seem trivial to call this dangerous theatre, but it is at
the very least a risk-taking project and it succeeds brilliantly.

Photos by Carol Rosegg:  Top: Mandell Butler, Donna Lynne Champlin and Fred Berman;
Bottom:  Jake Hart and Donna Lynne Champlin

Posted on November 11, 2008 - by Michael Dale 

Reader Feedback - Be the first to kick-start this discussion...

Join the discussion... To register, please click here

About the Author:After 20-odd years singing, dancing and acting in dinner theatres, summer stocks
and the ever-popular audience participation murder mysteries (try improvising with audiences after
they?ve had two hours of open bar), Michael Dale segued his theatrical ambitions into playwriting.
The buildings which once housed the 5 Off-Off Broadway plays he penned have all been destroyed or
turned into a Starbucks, but his name remains the answer to the trivia question, "Who wrote the
official play of Babe Ruth's 100th Birthday?" He served as Artistic Director for The Play's The Thing
Theatre Company, helping to bring free live theatre to underserved communities, and dabbled a bit
in stage managing and in directing cabaret shows before answering the call (it was an email,
actually) to become BroadwayWorld.com's first Chief Theatre Critic. While not attending shows
Michael can be seen at Shea Stadium pleading for the Mets to stop imploding. Likes: Strong book
musicals and ambitious new works. Dislikes: Unprepared celebrities making their stage acting debuts
by starring on Broadway and weak bullpens.

BROADWAY at
Sardi's

Lea Salonga
Announces 2009
US/Canada
Concert Dates

SPRING
AWAKENING
Presents Special
BOYS NIGHT
11/11

Lincoln Center to
Present Premiere
of British
Sensation 'Waves'

Cullum, Warren,
and Ross Join
AUGUST: OSAGE
COUNTY 11/11

Mauzey, Dodd,
Kern, and O'Malley
Join WICKED Cast
11/11

'Go Mama Go Go
Go!' Fierstein
Returns to
HAIRSPRAY
Tonight, 11/11

Opera Star David
Pittsinger to Fill in
for Szot in SOUTH
PACIFIC for 8 & 5
Week Stints

Broadway Grosses:
Week Ending 11/9

  BROADWAYWORLD RADIO

Brought to you by:   

Now Playing: 
 My Junk from Spring Awakening - The Musical on

2006 Original Broadway Cast.

Also Tune in to Jersey Boys
Radio! Hit songs from the show,
Four Seasons, interviews &
more!

STEPHEN SONDHEIM: THE STORY
SO FAR 30 episode podcast series
featuring interviews with
Sondheim, Peters, Stritch, LuPone,
Prince, Lapine, Lansbury, Cariou,
Benanti, Gemignani, Tunick, Price,
Rich & many others.

  QUICK POLL

Three actors share the title role in Billy Elliot,
alternating performances equally. How would you
like to see the Tony Awards handle this unusual
situation when it comes time to consider
nomination eligibility? 7 comments

Since they each average less than three
performances a week they should not be
considered for any Tony honors.

If all three are considered deserving, they should
receive a special honor.

If all three are considered deserving, they should

http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B9CbgCNEZSda9FYaOzAWHkNGNDpT6h2jQnNDvC4jMq4MEoNEZEAQYBCCd9fQBKAQ4AFCu0oYJYMn-m43spKQSoAHSgPTwA7IBFXd3dy5icm9hZHdheXdvcmxkLmNvbboBCjEyMHg2MDBfYXPIAQHaATtodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJyb2Fkd2F5d29ybGQuY29tL2Jsb2dzL3ZpZXdibG9nLmNmbT9ibG9naWQ9MjI2McACAagDAcgDB-gDF-gDA-gD6gT1AwgEAACYBAA&num=4&adurl=http://AnnasDietingBlog.com/lp.html%3Ftid%3Dwlm2&client=ca-pub-5985687329815214
http://services.google.com/feedback/abg?url=http://www.broadwayworld.com/blogs/viewblog.cfm%3Fblogid%3D2261&hl=en&client=ca-pub-5985687329815214&done=1&adU=+&adT=Broadway+Kids&adU=++&adT=Broadway+World&adU=+++&adT=Humor+Blogs&adU=++++&adT=Teen+Blogs
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5985687329815214&dt=1226428680035&prev_fmts=120x90_0ads_al&format=fp_al_lp&output=html&correlator=1226428680013&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Fblogs%2Fviewblog.cfm%3Fblogid%3D2261&ad_type=text_image&ea=0&frm=0&ga_vid=929608935.1226428680&ga_sid=1226428680&ga_hid=172393029&flash=9.0.115&u_h=1050&u_w=1680&u_ah=1024&u_aw=1680&u_cd=24&u_tz=-300&u_his=1&u_java=true&u_nplug=9&u_nmime=162&kw_type=radlink&rt=ChBJGdEIAAS6LAoadwsPTRrBEg1Ccm9hZHdheSBLaWRzGggcsWkvE8k6eiCm1Pa_ASgBSKbU9r8BSOXe0MQCSO_e0MQCUhMIuK7S7uLtlgIVErEaCh1KEB3D&hl=en&kw0=Broadway+Kids&kw1=Broadway+World&kw2=Humor+Blogs&kw3=Teen+Blogs&okw=Broadway+Kids
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5985687329815214&dt=1226428680035&prev_fmts=120x90_0ads_al&format=fp_al_lp&output=html&correlator=1226428680013&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Fblogs%2Fviewblog.cfm%3Fblogid%3D2261&ad_type=text_image&ea=0&frm=0&ga_vid=929608935.1226428680&ga_sid=1226428680&ga_hid=172393029&flash=9.0.115&u_h=1050&u_w=1680&u_ah=1024&u_aw=1680&u_cd=24&u_tz=-300&u_his=1&u_java=true&u_nplug=9&u_nmime=162&kw_type=radlink&rt=ChBJGdEIAAS6PwoadwsPTRrBEg5Ccm9hZHdheSBXb3JsZBoILfgHnb-NQHsgptT2vwEoAUim1Pa_AUjl3tDEAkjv3tDEAlITCLiu0u7i7ZYCFRKxGgodShAdww&hl=en&kw0=Broadway+Kids&kw1=Broadway+World&kw2=Humor+Blogs&kw3=Teen+Blogs&okw=Broadway+World
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5985687329815214&dt=1226428680035&prev_fmts=120x90_0ads_al&format=fp_al_lp&output=html&correlator=1226428680013&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Fblogs%2Fviewblog.cfm%3Fblogid%3D2261&ad_type=text_image&ea=0&frm=0&ga_vid=929608935.1226428680&ga_sid=1226428680&ga_hid=172393029&flash=9.0.115&u_h=1050&u_w=1680&u_ah=1024&u_aw=1680&u_cd=24&u_tz=-300&u_his=1&u_java=true&u_nplug=9&u_nmime=162&kw_type=radlink&rt=ChBJGdEIAAS6RwoadwsPTRrBEgtIdW1vciBCbG9ncxoIckYrwF6dguQgptT2vwEoAUim1Pa_AUjl3tDEAkjv3tDEAlITCLiu0u7i7ZYCFRKxGgodShAdww&hl=en&kw0=Broadway+Kids&kw1=Broadway+World&kw2=Humor+Blogs&kw3=Teen+Blogs&okw=Humor+Blogs
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5985687329815214&dt=1226428680035&prev_fmts=120x90_0ads_al&format=fp_al_lp&output=html&correlator=1226428680013&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Fblogs%2Fviewblog.cfm%3Fblogid%3D2261&ad_type=text_image&ea=0&frm=0&ga_vid=929608935.1226428680&ga_sid=1226428680&ga_hid=172393029&flash=9.0.115&u_h=1050&u_w=1680&u_ah=1024&u_aw=1680&u_cd=24&u_tz=-300&u_his=1&u_java=true&u_nplug=9&u_nmime=162&kw_type=radlink&rt=ChBJGdEIAAS6TgoadwsPTRrBEgpUZWVuIEJsb2dzGgiRT66w3GcMjiCm1Pa_ASgBSKbU9r8BSOXe0MQCSO_e0MQCUhMIuK7S7uLtlgIVErEaCh1KEB3D&hl=en&kw0=Broadway+Kids&kw1=Broadway+World&kw2=Humor+Blogs&kw3=Teen+Blogs&okw=Teen+Blogs
http://www.yorktheatre.org/
http://www.getmein.com/arts-and-theatre.html
http://www.getmein.com/venues/o2-arena-millenium-dome.html
http://www.getmein.com/music.html
http://www.getmein.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/mediakit.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/contact.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/forget.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/logos.cfm
http://www.cafepress.com/broadwayworld
http://www.broadwayworld.com/submitnews.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/specialwicked.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/specialjerseyboys.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/specialsouthpacific.cfm
mailto:MichaelDale@dry2olives.com
http://www.broadwayworld.com/blogs/register.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Photo_Coverage_Rosie_ODonnell_Announces_KIDS_NIGHT_ON_BROADWAY_at_Sardis_20000101
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Lea_Salonga_to_Perform_May_1_2009_at_University_of_Las_Vegas_20010101
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/SPRING_AWAKENING_Announces_Special_BOYS_NIGHT_1111_20081111
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Lincoln_Center_to_Present_Premiere_of_British_Sensation_Waves_20081111
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Cullum_Warren_and_Ross_Join_AUGUST_OSAGE_COUNTY_1111_20081111
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Mauzey_Dodd_Kern_and_OMalley_Join_WICKED_Cast_1111_20081111
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Go_Mama_Go_Go_Go_Fierstein_Returns_to_HAIRSPRAY_Tonight_1111_20081111
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Opera_Star_David_Pittsinger_to_Fill_in_for_Szot_in_SOUTH_PACIFIC_for_8_and_5_Week_Stints_20010101
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Broadway_Grosses_Week_Ending_119_20081110
http://www.broadwayworld.com/radio.cfm
http://www.sh-k-boom.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/radio.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/radio.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/jbradio.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/jbradio.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/radio.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/radio.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/poll.cfm
michaelrasbury
Highlight

michaelrasbury
Line

michaelrasbury
Highlight

michaelrasbury
Line



11/11/08 1:38 PMBury The Dead: Risky and Brilliant (BroadwayWorld.com)

Page 3 of 4http://www.broadwayworld.com/blogs/viewblog.cfm?blogid=2261

Recent Entries:

Bury The Dead: Risky and Brilliant
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 11/9 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
Harvey Fierstein Weighs In On Civil Rights and Last Week's Election
Kindness & George S. Irving at Feinstein's
Three Wishes For Billy?
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 11/2 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
Boy's Life: I Wish I Could Go Back To College
"Don't Speak For Me, Sarah Palin"
Love Child: (Off-Off) Broadway Baby
If You See Something Say Something: A Patriot's Act
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 10/26 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
Broadway Originals & The Master Builder
Is There A Bias Against Women Playwrights?
Joe the Plumber, Meet Michael the Theatre Critic
A Man For All Seasons & Colm Wilkinson at the Broadway Cabaret
Festival
Well Said, Mr. Prince. Well Said.
To Be Or Not To Be: Highly Questionable
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 10/19 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
All My Sons: Flying Blind
Let's Hear Some Stephen Sondheim on the Campaign Trail!
Call Me When The Understudy’s On
A Body Of Water: Hell is Other People's Existential Theatre
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 10/12 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
13: The Tired Businessman Musical for Middle-Schoolers
The Seagull: Accent On Youth
Dial G For Greenberg
"Here's to Tin Pan Alley, a Yankee rally, a show like Sally…"
Equus: Losing My Religion
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 10/5 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
Fifty Words: Who's Afraid of Alaska Woolf?
A Tale of Two Cities: Barack Obama Put It Best...
Mommy, why do they keep singing the same thing over and over and
over and over and over and over and...
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 9/28 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
Oklahoma! at Paper Mill: Big and Boisterous Again
The Glass Cage: Immediate Family
Arts Funding For The Famous?
Irena's Vow: Tovah Feldshuh's Triumph
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 9/21 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
[title of prediction]
Forbidden Broadway Goes To Rehab & The Tempest
That's Not Puck, It's Mister Softee: Adventures in Outdoor Theatre
The Marvelous Wonderettes & Beast
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 9/14 & Algonquin Round Table Quote
of the Week
Enter Laughing: Spring Awakening Goes To The Bronx?
Goldilocks: Lousy Title, Fun Show
Marilyn Maye at The Metropolitan Room: Love On The Rocks
Johnny On A Spot: MacArthur Lark
One of BroadwayWorld's Own Honored For Playwrighting
Broadway Grosses: Week Ending 9/7 & Algonquin Round Table Quote of
the Week
Fela!: You Can't Stop The Afrobeat

If all three are considered deserving, they should
receive a special Tony.

They should keep the eligibility rule as is and only
consider the actor who performs on opening night
for a nomination.

They should be eligible to share a nomination
with a vote for one counting as a vote for all
three.

They each should be eligible for separate
nominations with voters required to see all
nominated Billys.

I’ve got a better idea and will leave a comment.
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