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The Story of Opal: The Journal of an Understanding Heart

By Patti Roberts
More stories by this author...

This article was published on 05.03.07.

Opal has two stories and both are fascinating. How you relate to the one currently at the
Foothill Theatre Company may differ from your reaction to the back story, but the theater’s
decision to separate the two helps the audience enjoy the staged version in its purity.

This world premiere of The Story of Opal: The Journal of an Understanding Heart presents
the original story in its full innocence, grace and poetry. The journal is one Opal Whiteley
says she kept when she was six and seven, living in Cottage Grove, Ore. The Foothill production
celebrates the author’s amazing writing, where a child’s incredible imagery, fertile imagination and lush
literary language become poetry in motion under the sensitive touch of the cast and crew.

The back story happened in 1922, when Whiteley’s journal was published in Life Magazine. It became an
instant hit, as well as a target for scorn. Questions were raised about whether the journal really was the
work of a child or the adult writing of the 22-year-old author. The language and sophistication did not
reflect a small child’s, and when the backlash began, Whiteley disappeared into obscurity. Eventually she
was tracked down in a mental hospital in London, where she lived for almost 50 years before dying in
1992.

The play version of this journal, touchingly written by playwright Gale Fury Childs and beautifully
rendered by director Lynne Collins, keeps strictly to the original written story. Yes, this is advanced
writing, with a mature perspective that few children have. But if you can put doubts aside and embrace
the idea of a world envisioned by an imaginative, intuitive and expressive child, it’s a delight.

Opal creates a mythical land of gift-giving fairies, animal playmates and talking objects. The play also
delves into heartbreaking tragedies that loom large in a young life. The production is reminiscent of
Foothill Theatre’s A Child’s Christmas in Wales, and employs the same shared dialogue and blended
voices. A luminous yet simple set engages the audience and breathes life in the narration. This is an
ensemble cast, with Karyn Casl as the main Opal, and five others who narrate for Opal, as well as
portraying various people, animals and objects. Whatever you believe about the journal, there’s no doubt
that this production creates a magical environment you'll wish was real.

Karyn Casl finds support from her magical
friends in The Story of Opal.

The Story of Opal; 7 p.m. Thursday, 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, and 2 p.m. Sunday;
$11-$26. Nevada Theatre, 401 Broad Street
in Nevada City; (530) 265-8587;

www foothilltheatre.org. Through May 27.

Contact us about this story

RELATED LINKS:

See all stories published in Theater Reviews
See all stories published in Arts&Culture

No comments yet. Be the first by posting your comment below.

http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?0id=318726

SEARCH THE SITE

GO
TOOLBOX

PRINT FRIENDLY E-MAIL THIS
STORY

ADJUST FONT
SIZE: SMALLER LARGER

LINK TO THIS STORY ON YOUR

SITE
J RSS FEEDS £ BOOKMARK w® 0 £7 .
SEARCH THE CALENDAR
ALL CATEGORIES =
HAPPENING | TODAY H
WITHIN 35 ¢
MILESOFzIP | [co|

Sound Advice
What the locals are listening to.

Elk Grove’s Mind Majors innovate
David Ott and Jonathan Bengco kick
hip-hop stereotypes in the grill.

ADJ Roger’s
Record Club is
back

No dues,
passwords or
secret handshakes.
Are you going?

Sound Advice

Blame Betty, Ida Maria, Ross
Hammond, 300 Room, Rick Ele,
Terrence Malick,...

the stash
The complete Sacramento area live-music calendar.

MORE MUSIC FEATURES AND COLUMNS >

NIGHTBEAT GRID >

LOCAL BANDS & MP3s >

MUSIC CALENDAR

ALL GENRES H

ALL VENUES H
HAPPENING | TODAY £ (o |

30 DAY
yioney s

Guaran

Expires

RNIA

‘ |
Click to Get Starte

Page 1 of 2


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BY0j-SYQJSqGcMoKiVYfB8bINoKqWZwAAABABIPHj9AE4AFCXqrKf_P____8BWJjn07IMYMn-m43spKQSsgESd3d3Lm5ld3NyZXZpZXcuY29tugEJNzI4eDkwX2FzyAEC2gE3aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXdzcmV2aWV3LmNvbS9zYWNyYW1lbnRvL2NvbnRlbnQ_b2lkPTMxODcyNpgCjlzAAgLgAgHqAhRucl9zYWNyYW1lbnRvXzcyOHg5MPgC8tEekAPgA5gDrAKoAwHIAwU&num=0&adurl=http://www.letsgomusical.com&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681&nm=3
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BTPZmSYQJSvjrNoKiVYfB8bINrtDOZgAAABABIPHj9AE4AFDnsPpUWJ615KEMYMn-m43spKQSsgESd3d3Lm5ld3NyZXZpZXcuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAED2gE3aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXdzcmV2aWV3LmNvbS9zYWNyYW1lbnRvL2NvbnRlbnQ_b2lkPTMxODcyNuABAsACAuACAeoCFG5yX3NhY3JhbWVudG9fMjMyeDkw-ALy0R6QA-ADmAOsAqgDAcgDBQ&num=0&adurl=http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/green_guide/more%3Foid%3D309110&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681
http://www.foothilltheatre.org/
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/RSS.xml
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B6IUyS4QJStjMJIGwVbOn4YEN3t7EZgAAABABIPHj9AE4AFDQpZ2B_P____8BWN6UgZ8MYMn-m43spKQSsgESd3d3Lm5ld3NyZXZpZXcuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gE3aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXdzcmV2aWV3LmNvbS9zYWNyYW1lbnRvL2NvbnRlbnQ_b2lkPTMxODcyNsACAuACAeoCFm5yX3NhY3JhbWVudG9fMTYweDYwXzH4AvLRHpAD4AOYA6wCqAMByAMF&num=0&adurl=http://www.newsreview.com&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B3eWqS4QJSq2OLISwVYGXqLwMkuDEZgAAABABIPHj9AE4AFCEwMK2-v____8BWOTN_p4MYMn-m43spKQSsgESd3d3Lm5ld3NyZXZpZXcuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gE3aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXdzcmV2aWV3LmNvbS9zYWNyYW1lbnRvL2NvbnRlbnQ_b2lkPTMxODcyNuABAsACAuACAeoCFm5yX3NhY3JhbWVudG9fMTYweDYwXzL4AvLRHpAD4AOYA6wCqAMByAMF&num=0&adurl=http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/All%3Foid%3D602831&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BoSYGTIQJSvqVKYW4VdKzhbEMzMHOZgAAABABIPHj9AE4AFDQxcnEBljcwuChDGDJ_puN7KSkErIBEnd3dy5uZXdzcmV2aWV3LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBN2h0dHA6Ly93d3cubmV3c3Jldmlldy5jb20vc2FjcmFtZW50by9jb250ZW50P29pZD0zMTg3MjbgAQSYAognwAIC4AIB6gIXbnJfc2FjcmFtZW50b18xNjB4MTgwXzH4AvLRHpAD4AOYA6wCqAMByAMF&num=0&adurl=http://www.californiafamilyfitness.com/Membership/Free-Trial-Membership/index.php&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/home
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/guides/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local_stories/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/calendar
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/nr_events/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/mynr
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/opinions/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/dining/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/film/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/music/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/arts_culture/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/patti_roberts/author
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/archive?oid=318707
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Contact?content=318726
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/All?oid=36570
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/All?oid=36568
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/PrintFriendly?oid=318726
javascript:decreaseFontSize();
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/MailThis?oid=318726
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/ContentFeed?oid=318726
javascript:increaseFontSize();
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/Calendar
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=36586
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=975115
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=975115
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=975842
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=969635
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=970643
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/stash
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/music/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/Grid
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/Songs
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92155

SN&R > Arts&Culture > Make believe > 05.03.07

e-mail:

password:

[SIGNIN]

Don't have a login yet? Join now!, it's fast and free!
Help! I forgot my password

So, you’d rather not let the world know who you are? That’s OK, we’ll let you be sneaky... just provide your valid email address here, and we’ll take
care of it...

e-

mail: You will be sent an email confirmation with a link that you must follow to validate your email address before your comment will
appear on the site.
| SUBMIT |

CONTACT US | ADVERTISER SERVICES & INFO | JOBS AT THE N&R

DINING REVIEWS

% #ir7r Fuzio Universal Bistro >
*hxxdr Ko Ga Nae >

*% %% Taqueria El Festival >
*4rv77r¢r Trada’s Asian... >

* %47y Venita Rhea’s >

MORE DINING REVIEWS AND FEATURES >
DINING DIRECTORY

ALL CUISINES

ALL RESTAURANTS %] (GO |
WITHIN |15 & MILES OF ZIP

classiiieds |

Dog training shock collars for sale

Im selling dog training shock collars and no bark collars.

You can see all my collars at my website:
www.dogwidgetsf orless.com Thanks!...

1.600 U.S. Military And Civil Defense Manuals On 2

Disks, Or Get 2,100 Firearm Manuals On 1 Disk

5/12/09 10:16 AM

e
a Iassic'Bgr’@

ELK GRC

ROCKL

N&R Fun €
B
O K

1,600 U.S. Military Manuals, Government Manuals, And Boter SNER'S

Civil Defense Manuals, Firearm Manuals On 2 DVD

DISKS. Or get 2,100 Firearm Manuals On 1 Disk. We F].&S

also sell a Alternative Energy...

More buy. sell. trade ads

Fictio
Cont

LOCAL STORIES | OPINIONS | CALENDAR | ARTS&CULTURE | MUSIC | DINING | FILM | GUIDES | N&R EVENTS | CLASSIFIEDS | SUBSCRIBE

CHICO N&R | RENO N&R | SAC N&R | PRIVACY STATEMENT | TERMS OF USE
COPYRIGHT ©2009 CHICO COMMUNITY PUBLISHING, INC.

[ 27oin- ]

http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?0id=318726

Page 2 of 2


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B8KRCTIQJSozwMISiVYHjsKcN5pb4ZgAAABABIPHj9AE4AFDm-bW4-P____8BWJDx4KEMYMn-m43spKQSsgESd3d3Lm5ld3NyZXZpZXcuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAED2gE3aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXdzcmV2aWV3LmNvbS9zYWNyYW1lbnRvL2NvbnRlbnQ_b2lkPTMxODcyNuABBZgCiCfAAgLgAgHqAhducl9zYWNyYW1lbnRvXzE2MHgxODBfMvgC8tEekAPgA5gDrAKoAwHIAwU&num=0&adurl=http://www.strikesbowling.com&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BxP7WTYQJSvqTE4KgVsTB_csMhN7EZgAAABABIPHj9AE4AFCCp6yZ_P____8BWPTT7p4MYMn-m43spKQSsgESd3d3Lm5ld3NyZXZpZXcuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAED2gE3aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXdzcmV2aWV3LmNvbS9zYWNyYW1lbnRvL2NvbnRlbnQ_b2lkPTMxODcyNuABB8ACAuACAeoCF25yX3NhY3JhbWVudG9fMTYweDE4MF80-ALy0R6QA-ADmAOsAqgDAcgDBQ&num=0&sig=AGiWqtw3EEUf-0cOaj043nwjtsCN85bLEw&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681&adurl=http://www.newsreview.com/calendar
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BVYefTYQJSrC8HoKiVYfB8bINwsbOZgAAABABIPHj9AE4AFD3tvyJBFjW1eGhDGDJ_puN7KSkErIBEnd3dy5uZXdzcmV2aWV3LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBN2h0dHA6Ly93d3cubmV3c3Jldmlldy5jb20vc2FjcmFtZW50by9jb250ZW50P29pZD0zMTg3MjbgAQjAAgLgAgHqAhducl9zYWNyYW1lbnRvXzE2MHgxODBfNfgC8tEekAPgA5gDrAKoAwHIAwU&num=0&sig=AGiWqtzPH8h0v1K7VTxafjzOJIZQ4C76sQ&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681&adurl=http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/ballot/flash
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/fun/Gasprices
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/fun/Mpg
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/fun/Weather
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/fun/Lottery
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/fun/Horoscope
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/fun/Models
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/fun/Fitness
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/MyNR?createAccount=1&LoginAction=/sacramento/content?oid=318726
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/MyNR?sendAttempt=1&sendPass=1&LoginAction=/sacramento/content?oid=318726
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92155
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=946144
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=913414
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=921043
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=909605
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?oid=924330
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92155
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/ElectronicsForSale/_40_dog_training_shock_collars_for_sale/classifieds/ViewAd?oid=1627774
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/SportsEquipForSale/_20_1_600_u_s_military_and_civil_defense_manuals_on_2_disks_or_get_2_100_firearm_manuals_on_1_disk/classifieds/ViewAd?oid=1750461
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/online/classifieds/Results?section=55843
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/Calendar
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/MyNR
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local_stories/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/contact_us/viewpage
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/
http://www.newsreview.com/reno/home
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/advertising_info/viewpage
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/nr_events/more
http://www.newsreview.com/chico/home
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/arts_culture/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/terms_of_use/viewpage
https://www.fasttalent.com/cgi-bin/a/alljobs.cgi?company_id=173
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/privacy_policy/viewpage
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/guides/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/dining/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/film/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/home
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/opinions/more
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/music/more
http://whos.amung.us/show/tmnqe8lg

