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Megan Smith and Scott Coopwood daydream in Twelfth Night’s
Pepperland.

Twelfth  Night; 7:30 p.m. August 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 16, 18 and 20. Othello;
7:30 p.m. August 3, 5, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17 and 19. $22-$67, or $14 for
those age 15 and under. Sand Harbor State Park, three miles south of
Incline Village in Nevada; (800) 74-SHOWS;
www.laketahoeshakespeare.com.
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Longer and stronger
This year’s Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival offers quantity and quality

By Jeff Hudson 
More stories by this author... 

This article was published on 08.03.06.

Twelfth Night

Othello

This summer, the Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival features a
mix of new lead actors and established favorites, and expands its
offerings to a third play and seven nights per week. Twelfth  Night
and Othello make up the bulk of the performances, with the Foothill
Theatre Company’s current production of The Compleat Wrks of
Wllm Shkspr (Abridged) traveling to Tahoe from Nevada City on
Monday nights.

Director Nancy Carlin delivers the mellowest, most beguiling
version of the oft-produced comedy Twelfth  Night  we’ve seen in
years. The setting is the psychedelic Pepperland, borrowed from the
1968 animated film Yellow Submarine, with colorful garb by Callie
Floor and a Beatles-influenced score by Michael Rasbury—who
really nails the concept.

Shakespeare’s text adapts naturally to this slightly stoned, soft-focus
interpretation: Love is constantly in the air,  albeit not always
focusing on the most appropriate partner. Hence the comedy, mostly
surrounding Viola (spunky, charming newcomer Megan Smith), who
spends most of the play impersonating a young man. Smith, a Davis
High School graduate, also sings and plays the double bass. The
bass first  appears in the opening scene, emerging from a shipwreck
in what looks like a body bag—a nice touch.

Smith also works up some good comic scenes opposite the versatile
Karyn Casl, one of Foothill Theatre’s regulars, who plays Olivia
with a winning mix of gutsiness and arrogance, insecurity and swift
infatuation.

On the male side of the cast,  Warren David Keith does well as the
conceited, Puritan steward Malvolio, equaling good performances
we’ve seen by other actors in other productions in recent years. Ted Barton, as Olivia’s jester Feste, looks like a “square” English
businessman. Within the concept for this production, this idea works just fine.  (We almost expected to hear Feste humming Paul McCartney’s
“Fool on the Hill.”)

Carlin’s “light” interpretation works well, avoiding the dark shadows other directors sometimes locate in this play. Even the shipwreck that
sets the story in motion seems more like a bad trip than a deadly disaster.

In contrast to Carlin’s unconventional approach, director Scott
Gilbert offers a fairly orthodox take on Othello, though he interprets
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Coopwood plots Othello’s destruction.

the action in the deadly finale a little differently than it’s often
done. As Othello, actor Reginald Andre Jackson, who’s new to the
festival, skillfully articulates his character’s rising suspicion,
frustration and fury. He could display more noble bearing and
assured, natural leadership early on, and he could deliver Othello’s
late speeches with more ringing authority. These qualities would
make Othello’s swift fall even more tragic.

Actor Scott Coopwood, also new to the festival, makes for a “hot”
Iago. He emerges as this production’s dominant character: sipping
from a hidden flask, stewing and sweating as his scheme to
undermine Othello evolves.

Barzin Akhavan stands out in the small part of Rodrigo. Akhavan
displays a piercing gaze and expresses a growing awareness that
he’s Iago’s pawn—and eventually his victim, as well.

Carolyn Howarth plays Iago’s wife, Emilia, and moves skillfully from early displays of earthy candor to moral outrage as she realizes the
scope of her husband’s scheme. We tend to remember Howarth, one of Foothill’s regulars, primarily as a comic talent, but this performance is
a strong reminder that she can do very well in serious parts.

Composer Rasbury contributes a score that emulates the minimalist style of Philip Glass. Imitation, in this case, is a form of flattery, rather
than a mocking gesture.

The Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival continues through August 20 at Sand Harbor State Park. If you can’t make the lake, you have the
alternative option of seeing Twelfth  Night  and Othello in the Sierra foothills after their Nevada runs. In late August and early September, both
shows will move to the Nevada County Fairgrounds and continue as the Sierra Shakespeare Festival under the aegis of Foothill Theatre
Company.

Contact us about this story

RELATED LINKS:
See all stories published in Theater Reviews
See all stories published in Arts&Culture

Reader Comments

No comments yet. Be the first by posting your comment below.

Sign in to submit a comment:

e-mail:

password:
SIGN IN

Don't have a login yet? Join now!, it's fast and free!
Help! I forgot my password

What a mouth
Jerk the Terrible’s
journey from
broken homes to
broken teeth.

Trust Your Ears
Old Ironsides, again. Whaddaya gonna do?

Sound Advice
A new music blog.

MORE MUSIC FEATURES AND COLUMNS > 

NIGHTBEAT GRID  >

LOCAL BANDS & MP3s >

MUSIC CALENDAR
ALL GENRES

ALL VENUES

HAPPENING  TODAY   GO 

DINING REVIEWS
 Enotria Café &… >
 Folsom Bistro >
 La Perla Bistro >
 Level Up Food & Lounge >
 Suzie Burger >

MORE DINING REVIEWS AND FEATURES >
DINING DIRECTORY

ALL CUISINES

ALL RESTAURANTS   GO  
WITHIN 15  MILES OF ZIP 

Brand New HTC Tytn II Unlocked
Brand New HTC Tytn II UnlockedManufac turer: HTC Model
#: Tytn IIKey Features: - Built-in GPS navigation - Video call -
Pocket Office(Word, Excel, Outlook) - Java MIDP 2.0 -
Voice...

Tiny Teacup Yorkies $800 local in Bay Area California call
650-630-0569
Tiny Teacup Yorkies $800 call 650-630-0569 Tiny Teacup
Yorkies $800- $900 males $1200-$1300 females call 650-630-
0569 These tiny teacup yorkie puppies are unbelievably small
and ssssoooo cute. These yorkie babies...

  

More buy, sell, trade ads

CONTACT US | ADVERTISER SERVICES & INFO | JOBS AT THE N&R
LOCAL STORIES | OPINIONS | CALENDAR | ARTS&CULTURE | MUSIC | DINING | FILM | GUIDES | N&R EVENTS | CLASSIFIEDS | PERSONALS
CHICO N&R | RENO N&R | SAC N&R |  PRIVACY STATEMENT | TERMS OF USE 
COPYRIGHT ©2008 CHICO COMMUNITY PUBLISHING, INC.

 Public Service Ads by
Google 

Gulf
Hurricane
Relief

Help Support
Health Clinics

Providing Critical
Aid to Evacuees.

http://media.newsreview.com/Banner/rotate3vert.asp?Link=539&City=sacto&zZone=14
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpoDsfOr6R-CiNIT-2AS1jt27CLyxJ7qKlQGAnqIBABABGAEgACgFOACCARdjYS1wdWItMDI1NTY4MjU4NDU3MTY4MYgBAZABts4DqgEKNDgwMTM4MzEzMbIBEGRpcmVjdHJlbGllZi5vcme6AQoxNjB4NjAwX2FzwAEC2gFJaHR0cDovL3d3dy5kaXJlY3RyZWxpZWYub3JnL3NlY3Rpb25zL291cl93b3JrL2h1cnJpY2FuZV9rYXRyaW5hLmh0bWw_Z29vZ8gDBw&num=1&adurl=http://www.directrelief.org/sections/our_work/hurricane_katrina.html%3Fgoog&client=ca-pub-0255682584571681
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Contact?content=93900
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/All?oid=36570
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/All?oid=36568
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/MyNR?sendAttempt=1&sendPass=1&LoginAction=/sacramento/Content?oid=93900
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/MyNR?createAccount=1&LoginAction=/sacramento/Content?oid=93900
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Content?oid=645577
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Content?oid=645577
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Content?oid=645576
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/soundadvice/blogs
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=36586
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/Grid
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/Songs
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92155
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Content?oid=634716
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Content?oid=628396
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Content?oid=631093
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Content?oid=643522
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Content?oid=637814
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92155
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/ElectronicsForSale/_420_brand_new_htc_tytn_ii_unlocked/classifieds/ViewAd?oid=1030826
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/PetsForSale/_800_tiny_teacup_yorkies_800_local_in_bay_area_california_call_650_630_0569/classifieds/ViewAd?oid=998600
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/online/classifieds/Results?section=55843
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=36568
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92159
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=36586
http://www.newsreview.com/chico/Home
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/ViewPage?oid=39096
https://www.fasttalent.com/cgi-bin/a/alljobs.cgi?company_id=173
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Home
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/ViewPage?oid=104339
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92155
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/ViewPage?oid=39081
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92152
http://newsreview.selectalternatives.com/
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=36594
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/ViewPage?oid=39080
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92158
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=36558
http://www.newsreview.com/reno/Home
http://sacramento.newsreview.com/
http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/Calendar
http://whos.amung.us/show/tmnqe8lg

